
                
 
7th & 8th Grade Friday Letter 
1/20/17 
 
Happy New Year 7th and 8th Grade Families! 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

★ Congratulations to our ACADEMIC ALL STARS of the week for their leadership 
both academically and socially: 

■  Cassandra Ruark - 7th Grade 
■  Kai Christman - 7th Grade  

★ The Middle School, WCA Foundation, and Parent Council is hosting another 
Parents’ Night Out on Friday, February 10, 2017 at 6:30 pm in the MPR. 

○ Please sign the permission slip to allow your MS student to volunteer for 
the event. 

○ Please sign up to volunteer your time (we need at least two Parents to 
help supervise each event).  There are multiple options for how each 
family can help support our fundraising and field trip efforts! 

■ There will be a sign up genius notification sent out early next week. 
 
7th Grade  
This week, 7th grade completed their look at wavelengths.  We completed 
a lab using Slinky’s to study TRANSVERSE and LONGITUDINAL waves as 
well as Independent and Dependent Variable.  We then finished our 
persuasive presentations and did our first round of practice presentations. 
On Monday we will practice again and then Tuesday is our official, final 
presentations.  
 
8th Grade: 
We also began our presentations this week in 8th grade.  Students wrote 
and practiced their information in explaining how density, buoyancy and 
mass are related.  On Monday we will start our final presentations. 



     
 
English Language Arts 
     7th Grade: The students have started writing their Realistic Fiction. The 
students have chosen their topics and are beginning the process of 
developing their main character. In writing realistic fiction, students will 
write an engaging short fiction by creating action-filled plots and believable 
characters and by crafting nuanced, memorable scenes. This short story 
will be a minimum of four-pages (12pt, double-spaced). 
 
     8th Grade: This week the students began writing their Realistic Fiction 
short story. They have chosen their topics and are now in the process of 
character-developing techniques such as exploring character’s motivations 
and obstacles, their quirks and passions, their internal and external lives 
and struggles. This short story will be five-pages in length (12pt, 
double-spaced).  
 
 
Social Studies 
 
I just wanted to ask families to check to see if they have one of the 
7th or 8th grade textbooks at home.  We are missing many copies 
and would like to have them all back at school so that each class 
can use them. 

 



7th Grade:  This week we able to spend some significant time 
learning about the Great Wall of China -- the engineering and 
cultural significance.  We also learned more about the 
Medieval China economy and how that affected urbanization 
and created the conditions that allowed China’s population to 
explode in comparison to other parts of the world. 
 
8th Grade :  This week we focused on the emergence of 
Jacksonian Democracy, the spoils system (crony politics), and 
how he wanted to destroy the National Bank, and the 
Nullification Crisis as part of the tensions building between the 
North and South. 

 
 
MATHEMATICS 
 
7th grade: 
This week we used algebra tiles to build and model algebraic expressions. The use 
of algebra tiles has been amazing since students really get a great understanding 
of how to combine like terms. We started off with simple shapes and 
expressions, and then got funky with it:  

 
This castle represents the expression: 
8x^2 + 2y^2 + 7x + 15Y + 41 (and every kid that tried figured that out!) 
 



 
 
8th grade: 
 
We spent this week going further into transformations , which include rotation, 
translation, reflections, and dilation. The end of the week was spent using the 
work that they’d done with dilations as as framework for comparing similar 
figures. 
Next Tuesday we begin opt-in math support, where some of your students have 
elected to work on high school level algebra topics, get additional support in 
grade level math, or work on their fundamentals. This session will be every 
Tuesday during class meeting, and is supported by myself, Ms. Lawrence, and 
our wonderful math volunteer Mr. Ripps.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
SAVE THE DATE! 

Tam District High School Information Night 
Wednesday, January 18, from 6-8pm 

For 7th and 8th Grade Willow Creek and Bayside MLK Families 



Translation services will be available and snacks will be provided. 
Please join us for this informational evening! 


